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it in the House of Commons, the spread of the cheap editions
of his books, and the laudatory criticism in the Times of Lon-
don brought George and his theories to the forefront of popular
discussion. When the Times' review of Progress and Poverty
appeared, George's English publisher sold out every copy of the
book on hand.
Back in London, he made his first address in Memorial Hall
with Alfred Russell Wallace in the chair.18 It was a chance
hearing of the American at this meeting that changed the life
of a young Irishman, George Bernard Shaw, and (according
to Archibald Henderson) "fired him to enlist, in Heine's phrase,
'as a soldier in the Liberative War of Humanity.'" " Following
"the clarion call" of the author of Progress and Poverty, Shaw
said subsequently in a message to America, "my ambition is
to repay my debt to Henry George by coming over some day
and trying to do for your young men what Henry George did
nearly a quarter of a century ago, for me."20
A few days later George spoke to another gathering, one
that gave him inspiration and satisf action-three hours of serious
discussion with Church of England clergymen.
That same evening he was guest of honor at a two-shilling
workingmen's banquet. Then he said farewell to England-but
not for the last time. His admirers were eager for him to stay
but he told them that the movement was strong enough to go on
without him; that perhaps he could be of help but no one man
was necessary to the movement now. And with the glad tidings
that another edition of 20,000 copies of Progress and Poverty
was to be printed in a few days, he left for Ireland.
In Dublin a farewell dinner was given him. On October 4,
1882, he sailed with his family for New York.